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ELC Fall Signup
DEADLINE: August 15th

Sign up online
Click “Current Students” to find the online 

registration form at 

www.redwingelc.com
After the 15th, you will be placed on a 

waiting list.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• August 15: Sign up Deadline
• August 18: ELC Community Pizza 

night 6-7:30 pm 
• October 8: ELC Fall Celebration
• October 13: Bluff Color Fest  

www.bluffcolorfest.com
• November 15 : Give to the Max 

Day

New in 2019!
Red Wing ELC is excited to introduce sailing as a 
core program for summer 2019.
It is always our goal to help students understand 
and appreciate our local resources, and living 
near Lake Pepin and Lake Superior, provides us 
two great places to teach the skills associated 
with sailing. So, next summer you will see 
Sailing I and II as programs in the 
newsletter. This year we were able to secure a 
number of donations that have helped make 
this program a reality. We want to thank the 
following people and businesses for their 
support of this new and exciting program.
Nancy Fawthorp –Pride 270 Sailboat       
Hansen’s Harbor – Slip              Andy Peterson
Neufeldt Industries Chris Warrington
Casey Flueger                              Morgan Lane                     
Brad Nagel                                   Keith Peterson

file:///C:/Users/Cyndi/Desktop/Deadline.ics
http://www.redwingelc.com/
http://www.bluffcolorfest.com/


ENTRY LEVEL PROGRAMS

Entry Level programs are introductory activities that allow 

students to try a program and be introduced to interesting natural 

areas in the Red Wing area.

EXPLORE AND CAMPING SKILLS

Required for 6th and 7th graders (must take once)

Min Age: Grade 6

Fee: $40

Learn the secrets of ELC survival. Pack up for a hike into the 

woods where you will set up a tent and build a fire. After 

cooking your own delicious dinner, you will tell stories under the 

stars and crawl into your sleeping bag for a sweet fall evening of 

slumber.

Choose one Group:

Activity Group 1 Group 2

Orientation/Skills August 28

12- 3 pm

September 18

3:30-6:30 pm

Overnight August 29- 30

4 pm -12 pm

September 21- 22

4 pm -12 pm 

CORE PROGRAMS

Financial Assistance is Available for All Programs

PIONEERING I – HAY CREEK CABIN

Minimum Age:  6th grade

Fee:  50.00

Live like those who first arrived in Minnesota by taking on 

the pioneering life.  You will stay in a log cabin built by 

students who came before you.  As you learn the survival 

skills of a pioneer, you will split wood, cook over a fire, 

maintain the trails, and play games.

Activity Group 1

Orientation: 3:30-6:00 pm November 6

Overnight

Leave: 4 pm

Return: 1 pm

November 9

November 10 

BACKPACKING I 

Prerequisite: Explore and Camping

NOTE: Backpacking I is highly  recommended for Winter 

Camping I.

Min Age: 6th grade  8th grade and above no prerequisite

Fee: $60.00 

This is a two day backpacking trip through the Tiffany 

Wildlife area, near Pepin, WI. Students will be introduced to 

general backpacking, camping and outdoor cookery. Students 

will learn to identify wildlife, food planning and orienteering 

with a map and a compass  Pick a group:.

Activity Group 1 Group 2 

Orientation/Skills

3:30-6:30 pm

September 18 October 2

Trip : Leave: 3:30 pm

Return: 2:00 pm

September 21 -

September 22

October 5-

October 6

BP I 
times?
4-4 pm?



Activity / Times Group 1

Orientation/Skills:  3:30  – 5:30 pm October 29

Trip:  Leave 8:00 am–

Return 4:00 pm

November 3-

November 5

Potluck, stories and slideshow wrap up with  

family and or friends. 6:00-7:30 pm 

November 8

CORE PROGRAMS

BACKPACKING LEVEL II

Backpacking I is a prerequisite for 7th graders

No prerequisite for 8th grade and above

Fee:  $100.00

Grab your gear for a fall backpacking trip to the Rainbow Wilderness 

Area. Over three days, we will hike among the changing trees of 

Wisconsin. Along the way we will practice outdoor cookery, securing 

safe water, proper clothing selection, wildlife observation, navigation 

with map and compass, and low impact camping.

Financial assistance is available.  Click here to fill out online application.

BACKPACKING  LEVEL III

Minimum Age:  8th grade

Prerequisite:  Backpacking II

Fee:  $200

Activity / Times Group 1

Orientation/Skills:  3:30  – 5:00 pm October 9

Trip:  Leave 7:00 am– Return 6:00 pm October 16*-21

Potluck, stories and slideshow wrap up with  

family and or friends. 6:00-7:30 pm 

October 22

* Red Wing school day

PIONEERING II-NORTH SHORE CABIN

Minimum Age: 7th grade

Fee:  $100.00

This is an extension of the Pioneering program. Students will take a trip 

to the cabin in Two Harbors.  Learning pioneering skills while making 

improvements to the cabin.

Activity / Times Date

Orientation/Skills:  3:30-5:30 pm October 15

Trip:  Leave 9:00 am

Return 6:00 pm

October 18

October 21

Sign up for your favorite programs a second time!
First timers will be given preference

Get ready to go north! Hiking in the Porcupine Mountains 

in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for a six-day 

adventure, you will not be disappointed by the beautiful 

scenery and nuances of the north. Be prepared to use your 

camping skills, exchange many enthusiastic high fives, 

and enjoy a wonderful autumn backpacking trip.

https://sign.signority.com/UI/signRegister.html?iid=d3d7369e-c414-4308-9ec3-ff1dde7cf18c


ELECTIVES

Activity/Time Date

Orientation/ Skills  

3:30- 6:30 pm

September 5

Overnight: 6:00 pm-

12:00 pm

September  7-

September 8

YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNT 

12-15 years old with firearm safety certificates can participate. 

Parent is welcome to join. 

Fee:  $30.00

We will do firearm safety and trap shooting during the orientation.  We 

will spend the evening of the September 7th camping at the Red Wing 

Wildlife League Cabin.  Saturday we will hunt with adult volunteers.

YOUNG WOMEN IN THE WOODS- MOUNTAIN BIKING

Minimum Age:  7th Grade

Fee: $30

Activity/Time Date/Times

Bike  Memorial October 2

4:00-5:30

Bike Memorial October 3

4:00:- 5:30

Bike October 4

3:30-8:00 pm

BOW HUNT

Prerequisite:  Basic Archery and Firearm safety

Fee:  $125

This program will be run in the Tiffany Wildlife Area.  We 

will base out of a wall tent.  Students will learn stand 

placement, shot placement, scent control, tracking and 

processing.  The ELC will provide a bow if needed. 

Activity/Time Date/

Orientation and Scouting

8 am – 4 pm

October 13

Hunting:  3:30 pm 

Until done

October 17-

October 21 

Deer Butchering 6-8 pm October 23

Wrap up 6-7:30 October 25

An opportunity to try out mountain biking in a safe, fun 

environment with your friends! We will practice the basics 

of mountain biking, test out the new green trail and check 

out the blue trail on Memorial. Then we will go for an 

evening to one of the many mountain bike trails near the  

cities. 

RWHS SUSTAINABILITY CLUB

Minimum age: 8th grade

Curious about renewable energy, climate 

change, environmental issues, and maintaining 

current well-being for future generations (aka 

sustainability)? Join the club! Come check us 

out at our first meeting of the year on 

Wednesday, September 19th at 7:30am in the 

Studio room next

to the library. There is no activity fee.



Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

October 16 October 24 October 30 November 1

3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30

YOUNG EXPLORERS PROGRAMS: GRADES 4TH AND 5TH

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

November 6 November 8 November 12 November 13

3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4

October 23 October 24 October 25 October 26

3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30 3:30-5:30

YE COON HILL

Fee: $15

It’s time to search for nature’s treasures. Check out Coon Hill, 

a bluff oasis right in town, and see what you can find!

Pick a date: 

Group 1 Group 2

September 29 September 29

10:00-12:00 12;30-2:30

TINY TREES PROGRAMS : GRADES 2ND AND 3RD

Group 1 Group 2

October 6 October 6

10:00-12:00 12;30-2:30

OUTDOOR  PHOTOGRAPHY  Grade 4-5

Fee: $15

Participants will be introduced to the basics of 

outdoor photography, and then we will head out and 

start taking pictures!  Working in teams we will try 

using the skills we have learned and at the end of 

the evening we will create a slideshow to be shared 

with family when they come to pick up the students.  

Come take some pictures and see how much fun 

photography can be! 

Pick a date: 

FALL SCAVENGER HUNT 

Fee: $15

Come learn about and experience a 

season that the Midwest is fortunate to 

have: Autumn. We will go on a 

scavenger hunt, collecting many signs 

of fall that you can see daily and some 

that you may not have known about!

Pick a group: 

LEAVES OF FUN 

Fee: $15

Become a tree expert as you learn about 

each tree's unique traits and make leaf 

rubbings for your future reference!

Pick a group: 

YE:  GOPHER TRAPPING

Fee: $15

We will be studying the Pocket Gopher and its habitat.   

In the farming culture, the gopher’s mounds lead to 

broken equipment on farms and thus  we will trap the 

gophers .  Pick a date:



American Legion Post 54 Red Wing Brewery

Bauer Services Red Wing Shoe Company

Discovery Financial-Doug Ritter Red Wing Shoe Foundation

Duff, Phillip Endowment Fund Riester Refrigeration

First Farmers & Merchants Bank River City Dental

First State Bank of Red Wing Terhuly Foundation

Jones Family Foundation The Levee, Inc

Liberty Diversified International United Health Group

Merchants Bank Xcel Energy

Neufeldt Industries

Palmquist Dental, P.A.

Anderson, Amy Farrar, William and Janie Leise, Gene and Jeanette Rother, Craig and Lori

Anderson, David and Gretchen Fawthorp, Judy Lewis, Dave and Nikki Schmidt, Daniel

Bade, Mallary Flueger, Casey Lewis, Robert Schmidt, Jane

Barlow, Doug and Jodi Foot III, Silas and Joan Lunde, Beth Ann and Jay Schulthess, Bruce and Beth

Bartlett, Darwin and Mardell Foot, Bill and Becky Lutjen, Scott and Laura Slagle, Benjamin and Alicia

Bayley, Bruce and Barbara Fosado, Denise Marty, Lisa Smith, Doug and Cyndi

Bayley, Douglas and Lisa Fosado, Maria Maurer, Diana Speight, Kent

Beck, Elizabeth Frese, John McCleary, Jay and Nancy Sperlak, Frank

Beckman, Jon and Anne Gadient, Tracy and Anita McKim, Rhonda Tift, Samuel

Beech, Steven and Elaine Gernentz, Sandra and Keith McNairy, Phil and Linda Tittle, Barbara

Bender, Deanna and Dan Giorgi, Michael J Mehrkens, Jill Tonder, Mike and Jody

Berg, Duane and Carol Glander, Darold and Julie Meyer, Mitchell and Karin Tubbs, Gene

Bergner, Jeanne Goeppinger, John and Marybess Mjolsness, Daniel and Beverly United Way

Berlin, Nancy Gordon, Mark and Katya Nagel, Heather and Ward, Ed Vogel, Anne and Isense, James

Betcher, H Gross, Peter and Shannon, Sara Nelson, Charley and Maureen Vukovich, Sarah

Betcher, Stephen and Susan Grunzke, David Norman, Harold Wadley, Tammy and Tom

Birk-Betcher, Julie Grunzke, Shawn O'Keefe, Stephen and Elaine Walker, Chad and Lisa

Boisen, Alan Gustafson, Don and Joyce Olson, Mary and Steven Warrington, Chris

Borgen, David and Gina Hammer, Donald and Ann Olson-Reed, Helene and John Walsh, John and Sheila

Brown, Charles and Lynn Hedin, Robert and Carolyn Osgood, Robert Warrington, Mark and Ann

Brunner, Karl and Ruth Heilman, Dann and Barb Ottman, Steve Wells, William and Jerri

Christensen, Mike and Kay Hendrickson, Kathryn Peterson, Brian and Joyce Welsch, John and Sabrina

Christenson, Paul and Lois Hennessy, Mark Peterson Andy Wildenborg, Pete and Anne

Conklin, Roland and Marilyn Hofius, Mark Peterson, Jeanne Wipperling, Forest and Lois

Cooper, Mark and Marsha Hu, Haiyun Peterson, Keith Wolters, Thomas and Julie

Danielson, Tom and Dorothy Jech, Jan Pheasants Forever Yoemans, Brandon and Erin

DeJong, David and Amy Johnson, Heather Place, Andrew Zibble,  Aveline

Depalma, Barbara Johnson, Kenneth and Margaret Pletcher, Jeanette and Mark Zylka, Chris and Joey

Deppe, Larry and Amy Juliar, Joseph Poylio, Elaine and Harold

Dommer, Laan and Debbie Kern, John and Lynda Prahl, Charlie and Nancy

Donkers, Douglas and Ruth Kohn, Rosalie Ramaker, Patrick and Megan

Dressen, Pam and Jim Koplin, Robert and Vivian Raymond, Jillynne

Ekstrand, Barbara L. Kuehl, Brent Rebuffoni, Dean and Catherine

Engberg, Tony Kvasnicka, Jay and Stephanie Renschen, Thomas and Jean

Fagerlund, Marge Lane, Morgan Riegelman, Steph and Kevin

Larkin, Tom and Clare Riester, Kevin and Carrie

Larson, Steven and Cheryl Riley, David and Christine

Larson, Trent and Lora Jean



Memorial Donations

Nelson, Steve and Marilyn Donation in Memory  of  John Parker

Ause, Bruce and Kathy Donation in Memory of  Tom Zajicek

Donation in Memory of John Messer

Donation in Memory of Wes Stelter

Danielson, Scott and  Peggy Donations in Memory of Alan Ottman

Delk, Kristen Donations in Memory  of Eileen Delk

Donations in Memory of Jule Johnson

Jan Jech Donations in Memory of Jim Kulstad

Elroy Peterson Donations in Memory of Gloria Peterson

Mjolsness,  Daniel and Beveryly Donations in Memory of Delores Florine

Donations in memory of Gary Ottman

Bergner, Jeanne Hable, Margaret Teele, Tim and Laura

Carlson, Michael Jech, Jan Vollan, Arlan and Lynda

Claussen, Marilyn Jech, Jason and Jackie Walsh, John and Sheila

Conklin, Roland and Marilyn Kuehl, Kathleen Will Burton and Judy

Danielson, Scott Lisney, Janet Worden, Frances

Delk, Kristen Meyer, Donald and Myrdene Zibble,  Aveline

Erickson, Emily Puppe, Harold and Cheryl

Glarner, Jon and Joan Red Wing Fire Deportment

Thank you Wild and Scenic Film Festival sponsors

Broken Paddle Guiding Co Lake City ELP Sargent's Nursery Inc

Cannon River Watershed Partnership, Inc Lake Pepin Legacy Alliance Tyrol Ski  $Sports

Citizens Climate Lobby League of Women Voters of Red Wing LLC Vasque

Flight Creative Media Oxheart Farm Red Wing  Sustainability Comminssion

Friends of the Bluffs Red Wing Area Farmers Market Sheldon Theatre

Frotenac Sportsman Club Red Wing Mountain Bike Organization Hallstorms Florist

Indigo Salon Red Wing Shoe Company Red Wing Master Gardeners

Jones Family Foundation Red Wing Wild Life League Fair Trade Books

Thank you Jr. Instructors! 
Each fall the ELC says goodbye to a group of Instructor Naturalists and hello to the new group.  Without these young 
people’s enthusiasm and dedication, we would be hard pressed to accomplish the programs that we do.   
 
The 2016-2017 graduate group just returned from their sailing expedition  on the  Desolation  Sound, British Columbia, 
Canada,. The expedition members  include Katina Gehn, Davyd Tennis, Casey Witts, Ellie Schlangen with instructors 
Brad Nagel and Chris Warrington and Andy Peterson.. 
 
The 2017-2018 group is finishing up this summer with programming and then will dig into planning and preparing for 
their expedition.  This group includes Easton Brown,  
Abe De Jong, Jayden Jech, Caleb Malyon, Willa Nagel, Drake Zibble and Emma Zibble. 
 
We would like to welcome the incoming 2018-2019 group of Junior Instructors. This group includes:  Nick Bayley, Rylan 
Clark, Eva Engberg, Zachary Hofius, Bryce Lunde, Anthony Mason, Parker Nelson, Isabell Schlangen, and Carter 
Smith. 
 



“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the 

difference.”   Robert Frost

Red Wing Environmental Learning Center

Bruce Ause Endowment Fund

Name: __________________________________

Maiden Name: ___________________________

Address:  _______________________________

_______________________________________

Phone Number: ________________________

Contribution Amount: ___________________

In memory of: _________________________

In honor of: ___________________________

Please make checks payable to:

Environmental Learning Center Endowment  Fund 

Thank you for your support!

Environmental Learning Center  Staff

Jason Jech – Executive Director

rwelcjason@gmail.com

Brad Nagel –Field Instructor

rwelcbrad@gmail.com

Chad Nelson – Field Instructor

rwelcchad@gmail.com

Laura  Wildenborg – Field Instructor

rwelclaura@gmail.com

Laura Schmidt – Office Manager

rwelcoffice@gmail.com

Board of Directors

Sheila Arimond Patrick Ramaker

Doug Barlow Stephanie Riegelman

Nancy Berlin Kevin Riester

Brent Kuhl Yaneth Santiago

Scott Lutjen Chris Warrington

Justin Neufeldt Mick Wendland

Allan Noyes Chris Zylka

Stephen O’Keefe

mailto:rwelcjason@gmail.com
mailto:rwelcbrad@gmail.com
mailto:rwelcchad@gmail.com
mailto:rwelclaura@gmail.com
mailto:rwelcoffice@gmail.com

